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Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

i have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  consideration 
the  annual  report  of  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the 
district  for  the  year  ending  the  31st  December,  1947. 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  under  review  may  be 
considered  satisfactory.  The  birth  rate  shows  an  increase,  but  so 
also  is  the  death  rate  slightly  higher.  The  number  of  cases  of 
infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year  shows  an  increase  of 
31  over  the  previous  year — -accounted  for  solely  by  the  fact  that 
29-cases  of  Measles  were  notified  as  against  Nil  in  the  previous 
year. 


It  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  NO  cases  of  Diphtheria 
occured  in  the  district  during  the  year  and  only  two  NEW  case 
of  Tuberculosis  were  notified. 

In  the  field  of  applied  sanitation  — many  problems 
which  were  shelved  during  the  war  years,  are  now  being  dealt 
with. 


I wish  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  help  afforded 
me  in  my  duties  by  the  members  of  the  Council  and  the  Execu- 
tive Officers. 


I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  T.  DARWENT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1947. 


Area  (in  a, ores) 

\ / • . . ...  ...  ^ . 

Population  1931  Census 

I’oinilatioii  1947 

A-  •••  ••• 

Number  of  separate  dwellings  occupied  1931 
Number  of  separate  dwellings  occupied  1947 
llateable  value  1947 

J 

Product  of  a penu}^  rate,  1947 


1003 
2465 
2592 
750  approx. 
820  approx. 

...  £1.3.252 
£51 


LIVE  BIR'LTIS. 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Oownliam 

Rate 

h' ngland 

Administra  tive 

Legitimate 

48 

23 

25 

■M  arket 

Wales 

Countv 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

48 

23 

25 

18.5 

20  5 

20  84 

S l’iLL-l5IR  I'HS  (Hate 

Total 

per  1000  (Tdve 

Male  Female 

t and  Still 

Dow  Ilham 

Births) 

Rate 

Administrative 

Legitimate 

2 

— 

2 

Market 

Count  3^ 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— • 

2 

41.6 

18.9 

DlC.tl'HS  (all  causes) 

Total 

Male 

Immale 

Dow  Ilham 

Rate 

England 

Administrative 

.Market 

& V\’ales 

Conn  ty 

41 

21 

20 

15  8 

12  0 

12.7 

PEA  rilS  from  Puci’peral  Causes. 

Puer{)eral  and  post- A borti ve  Sepsis 
Other  puerperal  causes 

infant  MOIlTALl'l'Y  (rate  per  1000  Jive  births). 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total  Male 


Female 


Hate 


Nil, 

Nil. 


Rate  A D.C. 


1 


1 


20  8 


36  39 


1 1 

DEATHS  FJIO\I 

Cancer  (all  ages) 

Measles  (all  ages) 

Mdiooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age 


Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 


SECTION  A. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions. 

Area  (acres)  . 1003 

Population  1947  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2592 

(Registrar  General  figure) 

DEA'J’HS  'I’he  total  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  district  by 

the  Registrar  General  after  adjustment  for  inward  and 
outward  transfers^  was  41,  coni  pared  with  31  for  1946. 


The  iiiunber  of  liv(^  })irths  assigned  to  Uie  (iisiriet.  was 
48,  c()ini)aie(l  with  42  in  1946  'I'he  hirtli  rate  is  tliiis 
ineiannsed,  and  is  equal  to  18  5 per  1000  of  the  [)0])ula- 
1 ioii. 

There  were  NO  Mateina.l  deaths  during  1947,  which 
is  most  gi'a  t ify ing. 

Oji1\'  two  still-bii  tlis  were  lecorded  during  the  year. 

Only  one  infant  under  l-year  of  age  died  dining  the 
3'ear  under  review. 

J)eaths  under  l-3ear  per  1000  live  births. 

I town  ham  Maiket  Ui  ban  ...  20.8 

JOiglandand  W'alo''  41. 

Administrative  County  ...  36  39 

SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

LAi50l!.A'l'0Ii.Y  IfAClLlTlHS. 

Public  Health  Emergenc3’  Laboratory,  Lowthorpe  Hoad,  Nornu'ch. 
DIPHTIIEIUA  ANTITOXIN. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Diphtheria  (out. side  Lon- 
don) Ord(;r,  1910 — a supply  of  Antitoxin  is  alwa^s  available  free  of 
charge  from  the  Sauiitarv  Inspector,  Town  Ha, 11  Annexe  for  use  b3’’ 
Medii'al  Practitioners  in  the  town. 

Children  Immunised  1947.  0 — 5-vea,rs,  16.  5 — 15-vears,  8. 

A.\I  bULANCdf  SERVICE. 

'J'he  District  is  admirabl3  served  in  this  resix'ct  1)3’  the  Prilish  Hed 
Cross  8o(detv,  ho  capably  ha, .idled  all  non  infectious  cases  during 
1947.  'J'he  Ambulance  made  228  journe3’S  during  the  3’ear. 

HOSPITAL 

'J  he  distiict  is  serv(‘d  1)3’  two  hospitals  ; — . 

(a)  'The  West  Norfolk  a,nd  King’s  Lvnn  General  Hospital. 

(b)  'J'hc  Downham  Public  Assistance  Institution. 

Accoimmodation  for  Infectious  Di^i^ases: — 

Count3’  Isolation  Hospita,!,  Ea,st  Derolnim. 

SECTION  C. 

WA'l'ER  SUPPLY. 

'I’he  Wat.er  Suf)[)ly  in  Dovvidni.m  Majket  is  from  the  mains  of  the 
Wisbech  Water  Works  Co.  who  deriv*^  their  wat«T’  from  deep  wells  at 
Ma.rham.  Quite  a,  number  of  piopiei  tics  however  in  various  [)arts  ot 
the  town  are  not  connected  to  the  ma.ins,  and  these  are  de])enda.nt 
for  their  sujiplies  from  shallow  wells.  'J  hesc  should  be  eliminated  as 


JHlCi'ILS. 


M ATERNAL 
AlOLTALl'l'Y. 

S'l'ILL 
HIH,  riis. 

JNPAN'r 
MOICrALf  1 Y. 


quicld\'  as  ])ossiblo.  'I'liere  were  no  new  connections  made  during 
the  3Hiar  and  no  extensions  of  water  mains.  No  samples  of  water  f(.r 
unal^'sis  were  taken  during  tlie  year  under  leview, 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

'1  he  greater  part  of  t.lie  town  is  sewered  but  in  the  case  of  t,he  old 
biiek  sewers  of  \\djich  their  is  a considerable  lengthy  these  are  ver}^ 
old  and  in  some  eases  in  a V(‘i\y  (hd'ectivm  and  dangerous  condition 
These  will  lurve  to  be  r(q)hiced  with  stonewa,re  sewers  at,  no  veipy  dis- 
taut  date.  Ilowdale  Road  should  be  sewer<'d  at  the  earliest  ()[)por- 
tunity,  as  the  cesspools  which  1 have  had  the  opportnnitv  of 
inspecting  are  constructed  of  open  briclvwork  to  a, Mow  the  liquid 
mattei'  to  pei'ucla.te  into  the  surrounding  ground.  This  is  contrary 
to  B\'e-Law  115  whicdi  spmjities  the  dista.nce  from  the  dwelling-house 
(50-feet ) a, nd  the  mode  of  construction. 

REKU8E  DISPOSAL. 

Dry  refuse  is  (mllected  we(hdv  throughout  the  town  and  tipped  oti 
land  adjoining  the  Hailvvay  Load.  The  tip  is  well  controlled  and 
fairly  f i ee  from  vermin. 

DISL\LEC'1  ION. 

This  is  carried  out  when  required  b^^  the  (Nuincirs  workmen. 
I’UHLIC  CLEANSING. 

Public  (deansing  and  Scavenging  is  carried  out  b^^  the  Council’s 
workmen  and  the  Stieets  on  the  whole  are  kept  ver\^  tid\  , 

ELADICATION  OE  BED  BUGS. 

No  case  of  iidestation  by  Bed  Bugs  was  re})orted  during  the  year. 


Section  D. 

1.  ]NSpECTIO^'S  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

(a,)  'I’otal  number  of  houses  inspectt'd  for  defects 

(b)  N u m ber  of  inspections  for  the  })iirpose 

(c)  Nun'iber  of  houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit 

for  habitation 

2 Remedy  of  Debmts  during  the  3^ear  without  seivice  ot  loimial 
notices  ... 

3.  Action  under,  S'iatutory  powers  during  the  year. 

(a.)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  16  Housing  Act^ 

l9*16..,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

4.  Number  of  New  Houses  built  during  1947. 

(a)  Und(U'  Housing  Acts  by  Loca.l  Authorit3y 

40  houses  are  under  construction  by  the  Council 
on  the  Retreat  Estate  but  up  to  Dec  31st,  1947 
none  were  occupied 

(b)  113^  private  enterpidse  ... 


.72 


65 

15 

6 


Nil, 

Nil. 


Nil. 

3 


* I * 


Section  e. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

'I'here  are  two  producer  retailers  a.ii(l  seven  retailtu's  ol  inilic  on  the 
Itegister  of  Cowkee{)ers  and  Dairv'inen.  One  of  the  producer  retailers 
is  also  licensed  for  the  production  of 'i’u liercn liu  'Tested  Milk.  A large 
percentage  of  tlie  milk  distributed  in  the  Town  is  in  bottles.  Pifteeii 
i nspections  of  farms  and  dairies  W(ire  made  during  the  year  and  were 
found  satisfactory.  No  milk  samples  were  taken  during  tlie  year. 

MEAL  INSPECTION. 

'Tile  wiiole  of  the  mea.t  sold  in  idle  town  is  brouglit  from  the  Minis- 
tr3ds  Slaugliter  House  at  King’s  Linn.  (Generally  speaking  t,he  quality^ 
appears  to  be  quite  as  good  as  tiia.t  sold  in  other  pa, its  of  the  country. 
T'ifty-six  pounds  of  l\Jut(,on  wa,s  voiuntaril}/  sin  rended  as  unfit  tor  food 
during  the  .vea,r. 

P^OOi)  INSPECl’lON. 

No  adulteration  of  any  foodstuffs  wa,s  detectiui  during  tlie  venr 
Ninety  tins  of  jiackets  of  various  kinds  of  foodstuffs  were  voluntarily^ 
surrendered  as  unlit  for  food  du.ing  the  year. 


Section  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


POX. 


SC.AIU.ET  KI5VI5R. 


DIPlJ’l'ilEIU.^. 


Nil, 

Only  one  case  of  Scjirlet  Eever  was  noUtied 
(lurine  t,lie  \ear 

No  case  was  not.ified  during  1947. 


D1 P 1 1 'T 1 1 E II I A.  I M MUNIS  A'l'l  ON. 

'J'his  is  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Practitioners  of  tlie  district 
either  at  tlieir  surgeries  (U'  at  the  home  of  t, lie  child.  Alum  precepi- 
ta.ted  toxoid  (A.P.'J’.)  and  'To.xoid  Antitoxin  Ploeoules  ('I'.A.P  ) can  be 
obtained  free  of  charge  from  the  Health  Department,  for  iise  in  tlie 
d istrict. 

Estimated  number  of  children  immuidsed  during  1947. 

0 — 5-years^  16.  5-  15-years,  8 

PNEUMONIA.  O^by  case  was  notified  (inriiig  the  y^ear. 

MITASLES.  'Twenty?^  -nine  cases  were  notified,  with  an  age 

incident  from  I-yeai-  to  20-y'ea,rs.  'There 
were  no  deaths  assigned  to  this  cause. 

WHOOPING  COU(UL  fifteen  eases  wtue  notifiiul  as  against  10  in 

the  previous  yu^ar. 


DEATH. 

M ale. 


; Statistical  Tables. 

1947. 

CAUSES  OF 

Causes  of  Death. 

1.  ']’yp}ioi(j  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

2.  ('erebro  spinal  fever 

3.  Scarlet  fever 

4.  Whooping  cough 

5.  Diplitlieria 

6 Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

7.  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases 

9.  Influenza 
10  Measles 

Acute  [)olio-m velitis  and  polio  encepluilitis 

Acute  infective  enceplialitis 

13.  Cancer  and  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus  (m 

uterus  (fj 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Cancer  of  breaht 
Cancer  of  all  other  sites 
Diabetes 

18.  J nt ra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

19.  Heart  disease 

20.  Otiier  diseases  of  circulator}^  system 

21.  Bronchitis 

22.  Pneumonia 

'23.  Other  respirator}'  diseases  ... 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  2'year8 

26.  .Appendicitis 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases 

28.  Nef)hritis 

29.  Puerperal  and  post  obortive  sepsis 

30.  Other  matei-nal  CEiuses 

31.  Premature  birth 

32.  Congenital  malformations,  birth  injury  and 

infantile  diseases  ...  \ 

33.  Suicide 

34.  Road  traffic  accidents 

35.  Other  violent  causes  ...  ...  ...  1 

36.  All  other  causes  2 


II. 

12 


14. 

15. 

16. 
17. 


1 

5 

1 


1 

1 


Table  No.  I 


Female.  Total. 


1 

9 

2 

7 

2 


1 

9 

3 

12 


o 

O 


6 


1 

8 


20 


21 


41 


AGE  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES,  1947. 

(ocher  than  Tuberculosis)  Table  No.  2. 


] se 


J HU  ii(i  ice 

Scarlet 

I'cver 

1 )i  j)lj  iheria 

Pneumonia 

iciysipelas 

Measles 

hooping 

(’oneh 


0 -1  -2  3 -4  -5  -10  15  -20  -35  -45  -05  -6  .Aliases 


3 1 4 


13  2 


1112  2 3 


4 


4 1 


1 4 2 6 2 18  2 6 


1 

29 


o 


40 


NEW  CASES  OF  AND  DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS. 

1947.  Table  No.  3. 

New  Cases.  Deaths. 


Age 

Peiiohs 


-1 
-5 
-15 
-25 
-35 
-45 
-55 
-05 
■65  & 


Re.spiratoi  y Non- Kesiaratory  f Respiiatorv  Noii-Re'^piratoiy 
Male  I'Vinale  Male  I'emaie  Male  Female  Male  heniale 


Nil. 


Nil, 


'J’otals 


fiT^: 


■3 


‘"L  ' ■ 


4: 


-X- 


.tit 


